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Highness, not only hope for the woful day of your death, but
also lay in wait to advance some title, under which they may
revive  their  late  unspeakable  cruelty, to the destruction of
goods, possessions and bodies, and thraldom of the souls and
consciences of your faithful   and  Christian subjects;   we see
nothing to withstand their desire, but your only life; their
unkindness and cruelty we have tasted ; we fear much to what
attempt the hope of such  opportunity (nothing withstanding
them but your life) will move them;  we find how necessary it
is for your preservation, that there be more bounds set between
your Majesty's life and their desire; wo see, on the other side,
how there can be no such danger to your Majesty by ambition
of any apparent heir established by your benefit and advance-
ment, for want of issue of your Majesty's royal body, as you are
now subject unto, by reason of their desire and hope; we know
not how many pretend titles and trust to succeed you, whose
secret  desire  we  so   much   more fear, because  neither their
number, force, nor likelihood of disposition is known unto us;
and so we can the less beware of thorn for your preservation ...
So, as your Majesty of your   singular   care  for us,   and our
posterity, hath at this time assembled us, for establishing this
great and only stay of our safeties : I *, in the name of all your
most loving, natural and obedient subjects, do present unto you
our most lowly suit and petition, That ... it may please your
most excellent Majesty for our sakes, for our preservation and
comforts and at our most humble suit, to take to yourself some
honourable husband, whom it shall please you to join unto in
marriage;   whom, whatsoever he be  that your Majesty shall
choose, we protest and promise, with all humility and reverence,
to honour, love and serve, as to our most bounded duty shall
appertain . . . And where by the statute2 which your most noble
father assented unto . . . for the 1 imitation of the succession of
the crown of this realm, your Majesty is the last expressly named
within the body of the said Act;   and fur that your subjects
cannot judge, nor do know anything of the form or validity of
any further limitations, left incertain for want of heirs of your
body, whereby some great dangerous doubt remaineth in their
hearts, to their great grief, peril and unquietness: it may also
1 The Speaker (Williams),                     2 35 jj. VIII, i.